The Error of the Young and Old Prophets
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Introduction:  Tell Story of Saul; David; Solomon; Rehoboam & Jeroboam (931 B.C.) Southern Kingdom (Judah) & Northern Kingdom (Israel) 
I. Tell Story of Sin of Jeroboam – How he commanded subjects to worship in the mountains of the Northern Kingdom and appointed priests contrary to God’s Law.  (I Kings Chapter 12)  (He Reigned from 931 B.C. to 910 B.C.)
II. Tell Story of I Kings Chapter 13 – How God sent a young prophet from Judah to Israel to prophesy against the altar that Jeroboam, King of Israel, built to burn incense.   
1. The Young Prophet of Judah  Prophesied that a king would arise named Josiah and burn the false priests upon the altar. (Josiah, King of Judah, began his reign in Judah in 640 B.C. ALMOST 300 YEARS LATER and did EXACTLY what God said he would do!!!!)
2. The Young Prophet of Judah  Said that as a sign that the prophesy was true the altar shall be split apart and the ashes on it shall be poured out.

3. King Jeroboam  reached out his hand to arrest the young prophet, but his hand withered so that he could not pull his hand back to himself.  The altar was then split apart and the ashes poured out just as had been foretold.  Jeroboam begged the young prophet of Judah to ask God to heal him.  He did and his hand was healed. 
4. King Jeroboam  Invited the young prophet of Judah to his home for food and a reward.  The young prophet refused because God had told him not to eat food, drink water, or to return to Judah by the same way you came.
5. An Old Israel Prophet   Who had no doubt lost his word from God (because a prophet was sent from Judah instead of the false prophets of Israel) was told that a man of God had come from Judah to prophesy to King Jeroboam.  The old prophet found the young prophet.  The old prophet invited the young prophet to his home to eat and drink.  The young prophet refused stating the same reasons he gave to Jeroboam.

6.  The Old Israel Prophet lied to the young prophet of Judah.  He said that he too was a prophet of God and God had told him to tell the young prophet to come home with him.  Why did he lie?  Not a test. The old prophet probably genuinely wanted to fellowship the young prophet who had so recently heard a word from God.  He felt that he must lie in order to get to the truth.
7. During dinner the old prophet DID receive a word from God.  He told the young prophet that he would die because he ate and drank in Israel before returning home!  When the young prophet left the old prophet a lion killed him!

8. The Old Prophet retrieved the Judah prophet’s body and mourned him saying “Alas, my brother!” then he buried him in his own grave.  He instructed his family to put his body into the grave with the young prophet being sure to put my bones beside his bones (fellowship that he wanted)! 

9. The Old Prophet then declared that the word that the young prophet had spoken would SURELY come to pass!

III. Lessons that can be drawn from this event:

1. God decides what is the right & wrong way to WORSHIP HIM!  If God says worship in Jerusalem then King Jeroboam had NO RIGHT to set up another worship system EVEN THOUGH HE WAS WORSHIPPING THE SAME GOD!!!!   We MUST find out HOW God wants to be worshipped then do it!!

2. Even though People (Even Religious People) lie to us (Sincerely Ignorant or Intentionly) WE are RESPONSIBLE for OUR OWN obedience to God!  The Young Prophet could not say “You did not tell me the truth!  It’s not my fault!”  because he KNEW the truth!  God has given us the truth in His Word.  We can not say on Judgement Day that someone else told us wrong and be excused!  We are responsible for learning it for ourselves and then OBEYING IT!!!!

3. Even though you REALLY WANT fellowship with God you MUST get it God’s Way!  The Old Prophet of Israel really wanted a word from God and fellowship with His prophet, but he tried to get it by deceit!  He made up a word from God that HE FELT LIKE was a good idea. Just because WE THINK it will be OK and SURELY GOD will allow this or that, does NOT necessarily mean He will!  If we truly want fellowship with God, then let us do it God’s way and we will receive it whether we think it will work or not …. It WILL! The only way to get it … is to LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD!
4. Don’t wait too late to discover your mistake! When the Old Prophet of Israel finally heard his word from God … it was TOO LATE!  His misuse of God’s Word cost the young prophet his LIFE!!  If we wait too late to receive God’s Word and obey it we could cause someone else to go astray by teaching the wrong word to them or simply by our example refusing to obey they, too, will not obey.   If we wait too late, we ourselves may be LOST!

IV.
Conclusion:  God’s word is calling you today.  Don’t Wait until it is TOO LATE!
