                                               Necessary Endings               Scripture Reading
                                                  12/31/23 A.M.                    Hebrews 11:24-26
I. Introduction:  
Today is New Year’s Eve. Tomorrow is the first day of 2024, a New Year! 
It is usually at this time of year we make resolutions. We are resolved to do something different or make changes to become better. 
Before we can make a New Beginning, we must realize we often need to have some endings! Necessary Endings must happen, before some New Beginnings can happen.

The Liberty Land Classes have studied MOSES this month. We like to have a lesson at the end of the month to complement their study. What lesson can we learn from Moses about Necessary Endings?

II. MOSES’ ENDINGS
A. LUXURY

Hebrews 11:24-26 “24 By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; 25 Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; 26 Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward.”
B. LABOR
Deuteronomy 31:7 “7 And Moses called unto Joshua, and said unto him in the sight of all Israel, Be strong and of a good courage: for thou must go with this people unto the land which the Lord hath sworn unto their fathers to give them; and thou shalt cause them to inherit it.”
Deuteronomy 31:14 “14 And the Lord said unto Moses, Behold, thy days approach that thou must die: call Joshua, and present yourselves in the tabernacle of the congregation, that I may give him a charge. And Moses and Joshua went, and presented themselves in the tabernacle of the congregation.”
Deuteronomy 31:23 “23 And he gave Joshua the son of Nun a charge, and said, Be strong and of a good courage: for thou shalt bring the children of Israel into the land which I sware unto them: and I will be with thee.”

“Joshua” = “Joshua is a name of Hebrew origin that means “God is salvation” or “Jehovah is salvation” It is derived from the Hebrew word “Yehoshua”, which is composed of two parts: “yeho”, meaning “God”, and “shua”, meaning “save or deliver”.
Joseph was told to take Mary to be his wife and call the child, “Jesus” or “Yeshua” meaning “The Lord is Salvation”.  Why? Matthew 1:21 “And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save his people from their sins.”

Hebrews 3:5-6 “5 And Moses verily was faithful in all his house, as a servant, for a testimony of those things which were to be spoken after; 6 But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end.”

C. LIFE
Deuteronomy 31:1-2 “31 And Moses went and spake these words unto all Israel.

2 And he said unto them, I am an hundred and twenty years old this day; I can no more go out and come in: (Necessary Ending) also the Lord hath said unto me, Thou shalt not go over this Jordan.”

Deuteronomy 31:14 “14 And the Lord said unto Moses, Behold, thy days approach that thou must die: …” (Necessary Ending)
Deuteronomy 31:16 “16 And the Lord said unto Moses, Behold, thou shalt sleep with thy fathers;…” (Necessary Ending)
Deuteronomy 31:27 “27 For I know thy rebellion, and thy stiff neck: behold, while I am yet alive with you this day, ye have been rebellious against the Lord; and how much more after my death?”

Deuteronomy 31:29 “29 For I know that after my death ye will utterly corrupt yourselves, and turn aside from the way which I have commanded you; and evil will befall you in the latter days; because ye will do evil in the sight of the Lord, to provoke him to anger through the work of your hands.”

Deuteronomy 34:4-8 “4 And the Lord said unto him (Moses), This is the land which I sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying, I will give it unto thy seed: I have caused thee to see it with thine eyes, but thou shalt not go over thither. 5 So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the Lord. 6 And he buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, over against Bethpeor: but no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day.

7 And Moses was an hundred and twenty years old when he died: his eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated. 8 And the children of Israel wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days: so the days of weeping and mourning for Moses were ended.”

John 12:24 “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.”

I Corinthians 15:36 “Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened, except it die:”

Matthew 17:3 “And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with him.”

Matthew 22:32 “I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God is not the God of the dead, but of the living.”
D. LAW
Deuteronomy 31:9 “9 And Moses wrote this law, and delivered it unto the priests the sons of Levi, which bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and unto all the elders of Israel.”

Deuteronomy 31:12 “12 Gather the people together, men and women, and children, and thy stranger that is within thy gates, that they may hear, and that they may learn, and fear the Lord your God, and observe to do all the words of this law:”

Deuteronomy 31:25-26 “25 That Moses commanded the Levites, which bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord, saying, 26 Take this book of the law, and put it in the side of the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, that it may be there for a witness against thee.”
Hebrews 10:8-9 “8 Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and offering for sin thou wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein; which are offered by the law; 9 Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, (Necessary Ending) that he may establish the second.”

Hebrews 7:12 “12 For the priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity a change also of the law.” (Necessary Ending)
Hebrews 7:22 “22 By so much was Jesus made a surety of a better testament.”

III. Conclusion: 

We live under this BETTER TESTAMENT which tells us we must DIE to the OLD MAN and PUT ON the NEW MAN.
How? Bury the OLD MAN of sin in Baptism and rise to walk a NEW LIFE. 

There will never be a NEW MAN with NEW BEGINNINGS where ALL THINGS ARE NEW, unless we have NECESSARY ENDINGS! 
