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David's Devotional
  FICKLE

Fickle means: “inconstant; marked by lack of steadfastness, 
constancy, or stability; given to erratic changeableness.”

The human race has a tendency to be FICKLE!  One minute we are 
dedicated whole-heartedly to a cause, belief, idea, or vision, then the 
next minute we are against it!   

We ask God to bless America, then we burn the flag!

We spend millions to educate our children, then we kill our unborn!

We say, “Oh how I love Jesus”, but will not spend an hour in worship!

We say, “I want to go to heaven”, but live like we want to go to hell.

We love it, then we like it, then we don’t like it, then we hate it, only 
to love it again!

We are FICKLE, FICKLE, FICKLE
*********************************************

Let us be like a tree that is planted by the water!  “Steadfast, 
unmoveable, ALWAYS abounding in the work of the Lord…” 
I Corinthians 15:58

Let’s NOT be “like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed” 
James 1:6

Let's Get Better! Let's Do Better! Let's Be Better! 

Helping Developing Christians Grow!
https://www.helpingdevelopingchristiansgrow.com/

Devotional Books by David Conley

Childhood Mentor
We need mentors throughout our lives, whether 
we are children, middle aged, or even older in 
life, mentors encourage us to do better! 

Bruce Blankenship was such a mentor for me. 
I will never be able to repay him and his wife, 
Paula, for the "fire" they ignited in my spirit early 
in my life. Who "fired" you up? Who are you 
"firing" up? 

An Interesting Quote: 
"Six best doctors in the world ... 
The Sun, Rest, Exercise, Diet, Self-
Respect, & Friends. Stick to them 
at all stages of your life and enjoy 
a healthy life."  - Charlie Chaplin

Each of these things takes a 
little effort on our part. 

Not only is the choice ours, so 
is the determination to actually 
do these things!  

Even developing relationships 
with friends takes effort. 

"A man that hath friends must 
shew himself friendly: and 
there is a friend that sticketh 
closer than a brother." 
Proverbs 18:24

Make the effort! It is worth it!

Did You Know? 
Chicago’s nickname, "The Windy 
City", was coined by 19th-century 
journalists who were referring to 
the fact that its residents were 
“windbags” and “full of hot air.” 
Those of us who thought it was 
weather related now know! 
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Once Upon A Time ... 
"To every thing there is a season, and a 
time to every purpose under heaven"  
Ecclesiastes 3:1

Don't Shoot Your Brother!
Santa couldn't afford a Daisy Red 
Ryder BB Gun for Christmas, but 
Mama and Daddy got me one when 
their Income Tax Refund came in 
one year.  I loved that gun! 

There was no can, bird, or empty cigarette pack that was 
safe.  I could even shoot a bumble bee out of mid flight!
When my older brother, Billy, made me mad one day, I 
decided to send a BB passed his left ear.  It is a terrible 
thing to miss what you are aiming at, but it is horrifying 
to hit what you are NOT aiming at!  The BB struck Billy 
in that sweet spot between his left eye and left temple.  
As his blood flowed from his face ... MY blood flowed 
from mine!  I was white with fright!
I knew I had but three choices.  The first thought was to 
run. Billy was much faster, I wouldn't stand a chance.  
The second option was to stand and fight. I quickly 
counted all of the times I had beaten Billy in a fight ... 
ZERO!  (This was not a good option).  My only hope 
was to beg!  Which I begin doing before Billy had taken 
his first step in my direction.

As I stood there, helpless, hopeless, and humbled, Billy 
snatched the gun from my hand.  He looked me in my 
eye (through his blood stained eye) and said, "Don't do 
that!"  He showed MERCY!
We are all guilty before God.  We have three choices.  
We can run from God (which is pointless);  we can fight 
God (which is stupid); or we can beg for His Mercy!  
God is far more merciful than my brother.  I never shot 
Billy again, I didn't know if his mercy will be there next 
time!  Sadly, I have sinned against God numerous times. 
He  looks at us through His Son's blood stained eyes and 
thankfully, His Mercy never fails (Psalms 136:2)! 

You Did It Yourself!

This is one of my favorite 
lines in the Classic Film “The 
Wizard of Oz”.  Do you 
remember when Dorothy, 
The Lion, The Tin Man, The 
Scarecrow, and… Toto too…
were timidly walking down the 
corridor to meet the Wizard of 
Oz for the very first time? 

A Funny Thing Happened ...
The preacher began to feel pain in his chest. A bystander 
quickly called for help. The preacher asked, "How long will 
the ambulance be?" The bystander said, "Seventeen feet 
and six inches!" 
The preacher thought of Isaiah 6:9 "And he said, Go, and tell this people, 
Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not."

The Lion was fidgeting with his tail to calm his nerves when 
suddenly he screamed and looked behind him in fear!  The 
other members of the party screamed as well and ask “What’s 
the matter?”  The Lion proclaimed, “SOMEBODY PULLED 
MY TAIL!”.  The Scarecrow observed the Lion's tail in his own 
paw and concluded “You Did It Yourself!”  Pretty smart for a 
guy with no brains! 
God created the entire world in just six days. Each time He 
created a part of the world He said, “It was good”. When He 
finished “God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, 
it was VERY good…” (Genesis 1:31)
God is good.  He will not, or should I say, can not create 
anything evil!  The earth (and everything in it) is not only good 
it is VERY good.  God Himself said so!

But wait a minute!  Look at this old world!  There are people 
sick, starving, and dying.  There are people hating, stealing, 
and killing.  There are governments (local as well as national) 
that are corrupt.  Alcohol, Abortions, AIDS, Addictions… this 
list could go on and we haven’t even gotten out of the A’s yet!!

I thought we just read that the world was good.  Nothing we 
just mentioned above is good, in fact, it’s all VERY BAD!!   
Either God lied or something has happened to change things 
from VERY GOOD to VERY BAD!  

We often blame God and say things like, “If there is a God, 
why doesn’t He do something about starving children in 
Africa?” Or “I don’t see why God let that happen.” 

“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all 
have sinned:” (Romans 5:12)
The next time we have the urge to blame God, we should look 
at ourselves and say, “You Did It Yourself!”
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