LOVE – It’s the “Grown-up” Way
Text:  I Corinthians 13
02/03/13 A.M.

I.   Introduction:  The Corinthians had POWER through Holy Spirit in the first century to do some AMAZING things.  Unfortunately they began to ELEVATE THEMSELVES instead of elevating GOD and THE CHURCH.  Paul basically told them that they were acting like CHILDREN!  As POWERFUL as Miracles are … LOVE was “the more excellent way” … the MATURE way!
II. Study of roll of LOVE 
1.   I Corinthians 12:1 “Concerning Spiritual Gifts”  It’s REALLY all about being ONE BODY with different functions.  The Good of the BODY is the purpose of the gift … not the good of the member!  I Corinthians 12:31 “Covet Earnestly the best gifts; and yet I show unto you a more excellent way.”  LOVE!!!!
2.  I Corinthians 13:1-3  Without LOVE … tongues; Prophecy; Understanding; Knowledge; Faith; and even GOOD WORKS are WORTHLESS!

3.  I Corinthians 13:4-7 Explains the KIND of love we need to have.

4.  I Corinthians 13:8-10 The FACT is that LOVE is the ONLY THING (Concept) that will NEVER FAIL  … Prophecies; Tongues; Knowledge will all be done away with … yet LOVE will Continue!  LOVE IS THE MOST DESIREABLE OF ALL GIFTS!!!!
5.  I Corinthians 13:11-12 Analogy of a Child vs. Adult

A.  SPAKE (tongues)  Childish Speech
                        a.  Say “goo goo ga ga”  … No sense.  Proverbs 15:2 & 14 talks about     

                             “foolish talk”.  (Adults would never try to communicate this way) 


b.  Say what is on their minds now without care of what it may do.  “I hate 

                             you” … “you’re fat”! (Adults recognize the COLDNESS of this)  


c.  “Tattle Tale”  Puts SELF in Spot Light (Adults call this GOSSIP)



d.  “Tease” talk bad about or degrade another (Adults call this SLANDER)  


B.  UNDERSTOOD (prophecy) Childish understanding is LIMITED 


     They can’t COMPREHEND the WHOLE TRUTH … 



a.  Don’t understand LONG RANGE effects of sowing & reaping


b.  Don’t see WHOLE PICTURE. Responds to a single “piece” of 

     another’s actions with Jealousy; anger; strife etc. without seeing 

     WHOLE PICTURE!   If someone that loves us seemed rude or 
      insensitive and we REACT to that “piece” instead of reminding   

     ourselves that the WHOLE PICTURE of our relationship is based on 

     love and they probably didn’t INTEND the hurtful action or their  

     reasons for doing it was somehow justified in their mind, yet they still 

    LOVE YOU!  By seeing the Whole Picture as a spiritual ADULT we  

    will react less to the “piece” of the puzzle before us!
Matthew 5:23-24 “Leave gift at alter and RECONCILE with brother” … this is very HARD for the CHILD to COMPREHEND.  It takes ADULT THINKING … it takes MATURE LOVE to do this!!!!

Matthew 12:30-31 Love GOD … (COMPLETELY) … Love neighbor “as thyself”.  The child can’t LOVE this way!  It takes MATURE LOVE!  

C. THOUGHT (knowledge) – Childish thinking is simple; immediate; and selfish

a. Simple – Stand on one foot

The MATURE LOVE THINKS and CHOOSES the right course of action

b. Immediate – “Are we there yet?”

The MATURE LOVE is PATIENT with others

c. Selfish – “That’s MINE” or “GIMME”

The MATURE LOVE thinks of OTHERS first!  Greater love hath no man than this … to lay down his life for one.

When I became a MAN (Mature) I put away childish things!

The way I TALKED (things I said) … was DIFFERENT

The way I UNDERSTOOD … was DIFFERENT

The way I THOUGHT … was DIFFERENT

Why are these things different?  Because I have a MATURE LOVE!!!  

I realize that this kind of MATURE LOVE is a CHOICE!  

We don’t REACT to others based on CIRCUMSTANCES … we CHOOSE to LOVE REGARDLESS of the CIRCUMSTANCES!!!

6.  I Corinthians 13:13  “Faith, Hope, Charity (Love) … GREATEST IS LOVE!
III.   Conclusion:  NO WONDER JESUS COMMANDED US TO LOVE ONE 

       ANOTHER!!!  
Mature Love is the GREATEST things that we can possess as Christians.  In fact, Jesus said, “By this shall all men know that you are my disciples, that you LOVE one another!”

Jesus’ LOVE was MATURE (not childish) and it was a CHOICE that He made! 

He is saying that if you love like me … then you are my disciple!

Become a child of God today by being baptized into Christ … then, as a disciple of Christ, learn the LIFE of MATURE LOVE and see what a difference that CHOICE will make!

