Memorial Day
05/26/13 A.M. 
I. Introduction:  Tomorrow is “Memorial Day”.    or Decoration Day 

U.S. holiday.  Originally held (1868) in commemoration of soldiers killed in the 
American Civil War, its observance later extended to all U.S. war dead. Most states conform to the federal practice of observing it on the last Monday in May, but some retain the traditional day of celebration, May 30. National observance is marked by the placing of a wreath on the Tomb of the Unknowns in Arlington National Cemetery. Flags, insignia, and flowers are placed on the graves of veterans in local cemeteries.


      They sacrificed their LIVES so that we may enjoy the FREEDOM that we 

enjoy!  Jesus Christ sacrificed HIS life so that we may enjoy Spiritual Freedom!
II. Today, while the “memorial” of our veterans is on our minds, lets use it to draw a comparison of what Jesus did for us:

1. They Answered (surrendered to) the Call to service.
“But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, 5 To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.” Galatians 4:4-5

    2.   They left HOME to SERVE:
“4Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others. 5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 8And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.”  Philippians 2:4-8

     3.   OBEYED the ORDERS of the Officers even when they didn’t WANT to!

“8For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me.” John 6:38

     4.     Served in HARSH Conditions:  Frozen toes; No food; disease; etc.

“And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.”  Matthew 8:20
5. Fought the ENEMY:

The Devil began attacking him at the FIRST of his Mission in the Wilderness

Religious Leaders of the day “Pharisees; Sadducees; Scribes”
His Disciples TURNED AWAY from him

His OWN FRIENDS Denied and Betrayed Him

His COUNTRY LEFT HIM and turned Him over to the ROMANS!

6. Sacrificed their LIFE for our freedom: (Sometimes under least respectable conditions).  In a foxhole; in a back alley; in a P.O.W. Camp; in their OWN BARRACKS!!

Jesus Sacrificed His Life ON THE CROSS!!!  “Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you,  I am the door of the sheep. 8All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them. 9I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture. 10The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. 11I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. 12But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. 13 The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. 15As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. 17Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again. 18No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father.”  John 10:7-18
7. For their SACRIFICE we HONOR them!  We APPRECIATE THEM! 

Jesus is HONORED for HIS Sacrifice:
“3Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;”  Hebrews 1:3
“2Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.”  Hebrews 12:2
8. Tomorrow we have set aside a “Memorial Day” to honor them.

EVERY Lord’s Day (Sunday) is set aside for a MEMORIAL of what Jesus did for us … in the Lord’s Supper we “do show his death till he come”!

“23For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed took bread: 24And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me.  25After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. 26For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till he come.”

I Corinthians 11:23-26


      Conclusion:   
If we ABUSE our FREEDOM or take our FREEDOM for GRANTED or REJECT Freedom for ourselves and others … then we certainly show DISRESPECT to the ones who DIED to preserve that freedom!

Only 19% of the people in Las Angeles voted in their last Mayoral election!

If we ABUSE our FREEDOM in CHRIST … or TAKE that FREEDOM for GRANTED or REJECT the Freedom that He offers… we show DISRESPECT for Jesus’ death!

