Forgiveness
02/17/13 A.M.       
I. Introduction:  
Tonight we learn that TRUE Good Soil; New Cloth; New Bottles; Wise Men; Salt & Light people; etc.   have a very important TRAIT … the ability and willingness to FORGIVE!!!

II.   Read Luke 7:40-43      “The Creditor and Two Debtors” is a parable that  

       
teaches us that we have been forgiven MUCH and therefore will 

            LOVE MUCH!!!  
Setting:  Jesus was eating at Simon, the Pharisee’s house, and a sinful woman came in a washed his feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair.  Simon doubted that Jesus was a prophet for he reasoned that Jesus would surely know what kind of woman she was and therefore, not allow her to touch him.  Jesus knew Simon’s thoughts and spoke this parable to teach him the lesson that RECOGNIZING GOD’S FORGIVENESS PRODUCES LOVE IN OUR HEARTS FOR HIM!  

41There was a certain creditor which had two debtors: the one owed five hundred pence, and the other fifty. 42And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. Tell me therefore, which of them will love him most?” Luke 7:41-43
Jesus then turned to Simon and explained that he did not extend to him the hospitality that this sinful woman had because Simon did not feel his own unworthiness … this woman KNEW her need for forgiveness!
Simon did not recognize his own need for forgiveness therefore he did not LOVE … since he did not love he had a hard time forgiving the woman.
When Jesus FORGAVE the woman … the people judged him as being unable to forgive sins!  Only God can do that … was he saying that he is God?  If they had been of the attitude of the woman, they would have KNOWN that he WAS GOD!!!

       Read Matthew 18:21-35   “The Unforgiving Servant”  this is a response to Peter’s sincere question … “Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him?  Till seven times?”   To Peter, a Jew, SEVEN is “complete” or “fullness” surely SEVEN TIMES COMPLETED his responsibility to FORGIVE!  Jesus answered “I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, until SEVENTY TIMES SEVEN.”  Jesus followed this answer with this parable to teach the lesson that WE ARE FORGIVEN SO MUCH THAT WE SHOULD ALWAYS FORGIVE!!!
When we recognized our HOPELESS situation at our INABILITY to pay our SIN DEBT and that Jesus PAID IT FOR US … any “sin against us” by our brother is FRIVOLOUS in comparison … therefore EASY to forgive.  HOWEVER, it is when we, LIKE SIMON, who DON’T recognize our NEED for forgiveness are UNWILLING and UNABLE to forgive others!!!! Verse by verse study of Matthew 18:21-35

Vs. 21  Peter was concerned how many times he HAD to forgive – surely seven  

             was adequate!  (It should come natural to forgive, go to church, etc.)

Vs. 22  Jesus answered “until 70 x 7”  meaning EVERY TIME!

Vs. 23  God WILL take account of people!

Vs. 24  We are HOPELESSLY in Debt!  (Our sin debt is unpayable!) 

Vs. 25  God DEMANDS payment to be paid.

Vs. 26  Our ONLY HOPE is to “fall down”; “Humble ourselves”; “BEG”!

Vs. 27  God is COMPASSIONATE!  He Will forgive dept!  Even when there is forgiveness, payment must still be made!  If I forgive your debt to me, I had to bear the loss of income!  Someone has to pay!  God paid the Debt (Your Debt) with the blood of His Son!

Vs. 28-30  Some don’t “Get It”!  So self-centered they can’t (won’t) forgive others even when they have been forgiven so much!  (Jesus was at Simon’s table in Luke 7:36-50 when a sinful woman came in and wept on his feet and dried them with her hair…Simon and the guest were disgusted… Jesus said who loves most?  One who is forgiven most!)  When we realize how much we are forgiven every thing is MINUTE in comparison!!!!  We can love more and forgive more!  Unfortunately, this man was unwilling to “Get It”  

Vs. 31  God knows what we do & what we think!

Vs. 32  God forgave the HUGE debt because we ASK!

Vs. 33  God EXPECTS us to be more like Him  -  He EXPECTS us to forgive!

Vs. 34  Our Debt is so huge the “Punisher” will have an ETERNAL JOB!

Vs. 35  FROM YOUR HEARTS!  Some people serve God “on the surface” and forgive others “In Word Only” not Genuinely – Not REALLY!  They will explode!  They will Fail!  “As a man thinketh in his heart so is he”  That is his REAL SELF!!  

III.   POINTS about FORGIVENESS!!

1. Some think that forgiveness is something that we BESTOW, out of the “GOODNESS OF OUR HEART”, upon the undeserving brother who has done me wrong!  NO, NO, NO … Forgiving him is an ACT OF LOVE that we, as UNDESERVING FORGIVEN SINNERS, naturally do!!!!

2. Some think that forgiveness is something we give if the offender ASKS for it.  Who says they have to ask or even KNOW that you have forgiven them?  JUST DO IT!  

3. It doesn’t even matter if they WANT our forgiveness or NOT … we can forgive them ANYWAY!!!  NO ONE CAN STOP US from FORGIVING … EXCEPT US!!  Therefore, if we have a grudge, a sore spot, or otherwise have not forgiven … the problem is NOT the offender … it is with US!!

HOW CAN I FORGIVE THEM?       REALIZE THAT WE ARE FORGIVEN SO MUCH UNTIL WE CAN “Cry tears on Jesus’ feet!!”  THEN IT WILL BE EASY!!!

III.  CONCLUSION:   Have you been forgiven?  WHY NOT TONIGHT!!!!
