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Why Do We Do That?
There was once a deer drinking from a clear pool of water.  He saw 
the reflection of himself in the water and began to admire the 
wonderful rack of antlers he had upon his head.  
The big Buck thought to himself, “No other buck in the area has such 
a noble set of antlers as these!  I just wish I had legs more worthy to 
bear such a beautiful crown.  It is such a pity that my legs are so 
slim!”  At that very moment a hunter, seeing such a magnificent 
animal, set his sights on the deer and fired. The ground beside the 
buck flew apart as lead penetrated it, barely missing the target.  
Away bounded the buck like a flash of lightning, aided by his nimble 
legs!  He was almost out of the hunter’s sight when he passed under 
some trees with very low branches.  His antlers became hopelessly 
caught in the branches!  The hunter soon came to the helpless buck 
and knew he was about to have a new trophy for his wall!  
The buck thought to himself, “We often hate what is most useful to 
us and are proud of the thing that traps us!” 
*********************************************

Why do we do that?  Those things that are most precious in our lives; 
our family, our health, our talents, our time, etc. we often treat with 
contempt, yet the things that bring us down; bad “friends”, bad 
habits, our “stuff”, etc. we treat as though they are the most 
important things in the world!  
Let's be sure we find out which is which before we are trapped and 
the "hunter" finds us!
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David's Devotional

Let's Get Better! Let's Do Better! Let's Be Better! 

Helping Developing Christians Grow!
https://www.helpingdevelopingchristiansgrow.com/

Devotional Books by David Conley

An Interesting Quote: 
"People may forget what you said 
and even what you did, but they 
will not forget how you made 
them feel!"  - Nick Fuhrman

Easter 2021
It was wonderful having our family over for 
Easter Sunday! Landen found the 
"Prize Egg", Jonah found the most eggs, and 
Madison had her boyfriend, Christian, with her. 
He's a pretty good "Egg"! 
(Sure is weird that our granddaughter has a 
boyfriend, but that is the way it is!)

"... all that Jesus began to do 
and teach"  Acts 1:1

Let's never forget what Jesus 
said and did. 
The things He said and did are 
life changing! When we accept 
His truth, we will never forget 
how He can make us feel! 

What are we saying and doing? 
How are we making others 
feel?

Did You Know? "

There is only one letter that 
does not appear in any U.S. 
State's name. Can you guess 
which letter that is?

(You can find the answer on the 
next page in the bottom right 
corner)



This is my Daddy! 

My story begins with Genesis 1:1 with "In the beginning 
God ..."! However, even though I was part of God's story, it 
took a few thousand years for Him to put me "under the sun".  

It was August 17th, 1962, when God reached down and got a 
fistful of dirt to form Harold David Conley. 

1962 ... What a year! 

January 3rd ... Pope John XXIII excommunicated Fidel Castro

January 24th ... Jackie Robinson 1st African American in Hall of Fame

February 20th ... John Glenn 1st American to orbit the Earth

March 7th ... Beatles' 1st broadcast on BBC radio

July 12th ... Rolling Stones 1st performance in London

August 5th ... Nelson Mandela arrested

August 5th ... Marilyn Monroe found dead

August 17th ... David Conley born in Alabama

Sept. 29th ... J.F.K. sends troops to Ole Miss to enforce integration

October 1st ... Johnny Carson hosts the 1st "Tonight Show"

October 16th ... Cuban Missile Crisis began

November 6th ... Edward Kennedy Elected Senator of Massachusetts 

December 31st ... "Match Game" debuts with host, Gene Rayburn

Could we have stopped any of them from occurring?  Would 
we have wanted to?  Did these events make us happy or sad? 

We all have our "feelings" and "beliefs" about things and stuff.  
Often the reality does not match with the "feeling" or the 
"belief". Our pursuit in life is (and should be) to find the "real 
thing". Every experience, knowledge, feeling, and belief 
should be interpreted in light of the "real thing"!

King Solomon said he discovered the "real thing". "Let us hear 
the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his 
commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. For God 
shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, 
whether it be good, or whether it be evil."  Ecclesiastes 12:13-14

These events in 1962 are just "blips" in time. Some made 
greater ripples in the world than others, but they are still just 
"blips".  May we find the "real thing" in our "blips" in life. 

Saul was an enemy of Christ 
and Christianity. He went to 
Damascus to persecute those 
who believed that Jesus was 
the Son of God. 

On the road to Damascus, 
Jesus appeared to Saul (who 
later became known as Paul).
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Once Upon A Time ... 
"To every thing there is a season, and a 
time to every purpose under heaven"  
Ecclesiastes 3:1

Daddy was born July 5th, 1930. 
He passed away March 13th, 
1996. He was only 66 years 
old, but in those sixty-six years 
he helped people smile. 

Hold The Rope!

A Funny Thing Happened ...
The preacher went to the Home & Garden Center of the 
local store. He found a can of a popular insect repellent. As 
a clerk approached him he asked, "Is this good for wasps?"  
The clerk answered, "No, it kills them!"

Answer: Q

The preacher thought of Acts 28:26 "Go unto this people, and 
say, Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and 
seeing ye shall see, and not perceive:"

Acts 9:1-25 tells the story. Ananias told Paul what to do 
to be saved. Paul believed Ananias, repented of his sins, 
confessed Jesus was the Son of God, and was baptized 
into Christ to "wash away" his sins (Acts 22:16)

Paul became an enemy of the Jewish authorities! They 
put a contract out on his head! Some Christians in 
Damascus wanted to save Paul's life. The gates of the 
walled city were being watched. How could they get him 
out of the city? They lowered him down the wall of the 
city in a basket. They held the rope for Paul!

We don't know the names of these faithful disciples, but 
they saved the life of one of the most famous Christians 
who ever lived! We may not be able to accomplish great 
things, but we can "Hold The Rope" for someone. They 
may go on to do wonderful things for God!

Our fellow Christians may find themselves in trouble. 
Let's "Hold The Rope" for them. 

If we are in trouble, like Paul was, we will have to allow 
others to "Hold The Rope" for us.  We will have to trust 
them! Keep in mind that Paul had come to persecute the 
very people who helped him. Paul could have thought to 
himself, "What if they remember what I have done to 
Christians like Stephen? They could let go of the rope 
and drop me to my death!" 

When Paul got into the basket, he not only trusted God, 
he trusted his fellow brethren to "Hold The Rope"! 
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