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I. Introduction:   What is the NEXT EVENT on God’s Calendar?
1.  In the first century a groom would leave his father’s house and seek a bride.
2.  He would bargain with the father of the bride for her and pay the price.

3.  He would go back home to his father’s house and prepare a place for her. 
4.  During this time she was “betrothed to him” (a contract as binding as marriage).  She 
     would remain faithful and chaste and await his arrival with great expectation.  
5.  He then would come back to her house and claim his bride.  Usually this would involve a 
     great host of his companions blowing on trumpets announcing his arrival.  They would 
     enjoy the marriage supper and he would take her home!  
II.  Step 1 – 3 has taken place … WE ARE IN Step 4 … The NEXT EVENT is His Coming

Step 1  PROPOSAL
“Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:
7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.”  Philippians 2:6-8
Step 2  PAYMENT

“18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; 19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:”  I Peter 1:18-19
Step 3  PREPARATION

“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.  In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you.  I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am (Father’s house), there ye may be also.”    John 14:1-3
Step 4  We are living in these last days! WAITING with GREAT EXPECTATION
“God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the world;” Hebrews 1:1 & 2
“And it shall come to pass in the LAST DAYS; saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: …” 
Acts 2:17
 “Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time.”  I John 2:18
“For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.  And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.” Romans 8:22-23
Step 5    The RETURN

“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God:  and the dead in Christ shall rise first:  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.  Wherefore COMFORT one another with these words.”  I Thessalonians 4:16-18 “
III. Matthew 25 …  The Parable of TEN VIRGINS … Wise vs. Foolish … BE PREPARED!!
IV. Conclusion:  The NEXT EVENT on God’s Calendar is the COMING of 
CHRIST to RECEIVE HIS BRIDE!  ARE WE READY? If so this is EXCITING!  We should say as JOHN  … “even so, come, Lord Jesus!”  Revelation 22:20
