What Is My Ministry?
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I. Introduction: This morning we noted in Ephesians 4:1 that we are to “walk worthy of the VOCATION wherewith we are called.”  We discussed the importance of KNOWING and DOING our Job!
Every single one of us has a PURPOSE!  We have a JOB to do!  The most important thing that we can do in our service is to FIND OUT what that Job is!   Some have been Christians for YEARS and still don’t know what they are supposed to be doing … other than the formal worship we are ALL called to do! God GAVE us each a MINISTRY….
1 Cor 12:14-27 “14 For the body is not one member, but many.

15 If the foot shall say, Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body? 16 And if the ear shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body? 17 If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where were the smelling?

18 But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him. 19 And if they were all one member, where were the body?

20 But now are they many members, yet but one body. 21 And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you. 22 Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary: 23 And those members of the body, which we think to be less honourable, upon these we bestow more abundant honour; and our uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness. 24 For our comely parts have no need: but God hath tempered the body together, having given more abundant honour to that part which lacked: 25 That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care one for another. 26 And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it.  27 Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular.”

II. How can I KNOW my Ministry?  
A. You ENJOY it!  
      When Jesus began His ministry he WANTED to do it!  

John 4:34 “Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work.”
It is something you look FORWARD to!  Like EATING!!!!
You WANT to do it!  You WILL do it!
Jer 20:9 “Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor speak any more in his name. But his word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing, and I could not stay.”

When you operate in your ministry you are GLAD to be doing it!  It is FUN!  It is when you are the HAPPIEST!!!!
Ask yourself … “What do I LOVE to do?”

B. You are GOOD AT IT! 
      When Jesus did His ministry he was SUCCESSFUL!  He taught, healed,    

      ministered to, etc. and He TOUCHED all kinds of people!

When you operate in your ministry you are SUCCESSFUL at it!  Whenever you do it … it PRODUCES results!  You are BETTER at it than others!
REMEMBER JOSEPH!!!!  Everything he did, was SUCCESSFUL … it was his GIFT!!  Potiphar, Prison, & Pharoah … all were BLESSED as a result of his talents and gifts!
When you operate in your ministry you are GOOD AT IT!  You are COMPETENT in it!

Ask yourself … “What do I do that always seems to be SUCCESSFUL?”
C. Others recognize it in you!  
 When Jesus taught and ministered, people were “astonished at His   

 doctrine” and said things like, Mark 2:12 “And immediately he arose, took 

 up the bed, and went forth before them all; insomuch that they were all  

 amazed, and glorified God, saying, We never saw it on this fashion!”
When you operate in your ministry people can SEE it in you! 
     ASK Someone … “What do you think I’m good at?”  Be careful to ask someone who LOVES you and CARES about your best interest!
D. It is for GOD’S Purpose!

Jesus did His ministry to do the WILL of God, the Father … 

“Luke 22:42 “… nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.”

This is the PURPOSE of ALL of  OUR Ministries regardless of what it is:
Eph 4:7-12 “7 But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. 8 Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. 9(Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth? 10 He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.) 11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;

12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:”
Verses 7 – 12 … We MUST recognize and strive for our PURPOSE …

Even as we realize that there is ONENESS … we are EACH given a PURPOSE and this PURPOSE accomplishes God’s ULTIMATE purpose:
“For the perfecting of the saints” …  
    “HELPS Others do their work”

“For the WORK of the Ministry” … 
    “HELPS the Mission of God”

“For the Edifying of the body of Christ” … “HELPS the Church”

 When you operate in your ministry you ACCOMPLISH God’s Purpose!

 God will BLESS your Ministry as your Operate in it!
1 Cor 15:9-10 “9 For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.”
 Ask yourself … Does what I do accomplish God’s Purpose?
E. It Glorifies God!

      Jesus Glorified God … “John 17:1 “These words spake Jesus, and lifted up 

      his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that 
      thy Son also may glorify thee:”

      When we operate in your ministry it brings Glory to God
      Matthew 5:16  “16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see 

      your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”
      So many are using the gifts and abilities and opportunities that God has given 

      them to glorify THEMSELVES!  

      Ask yourself … Does what I do Glorify God?
III.  DO YOUR MINISTRY!

A.  Find OPPORTUNITIES TO OPERATE in your Ministry

1. Ask the ELDERS, DEACONS, TEACHERS, etc. how you can HELP them by operating in your ministry

2. OPEN YOUR EYES and SEE that there are needs that your ministry can SERVE.

B. PREPARE yourself to do your MINISTRY
1. Take care of your Physical Body (Can’t do ministry if you are sick)
2. Take care of your Personal Life; Finances, Relationships, Social responsibilities, etc.  (Can’t do ministry if your are tied)
3. Take care of your Talents by TRAINING, EDUCATION, EXERCISING, etc. so that your Ministry can be EVEN BETTER. (Can’t do ministry if you are not EQUIPPED)
4. Take care of your Spiritual Life (Worship, Prayer, Bible Study, etc.) … If you aren’t close to God, the temptation will always be to use your Ministry and Talents for YOURSELF!

IV. Conclusion:   
What is YOUR Ministry?  
Are you USING it? 
If so, for what PURPOSE?     
