Mother Hen
Text:  Matthew 23:37-39
05/12/13 A.M.
(Mother’s Day)  
I. Introduction:  Today is Mother’s Day.  One of the most tender moments showing Jesus’ love is in Matthew 23:37-39.  He expresses this love as a MOTHER HEN!  Jesus wanted us to know the DEPTH of his love for Jerusalem and the BEST way was through a MOTHER’S EYES!!!!
II. Read the Text and point out the following:

1. “Thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee,”   
a. Jesus, like mothers, know the TRUTH about their children.  Debra READS Kayla’s mind!!!   Kayla will start to say something and stop in mid-sentence and say, “Never mind … you already know!” 
b. Jesus, like mothers, TELL the children LIKE IT IS … they SHOW them their goodness AND their faults!

2. “how often”
Jesus, like mothers, are PERSISTANT in their love!  THEY NEVER stop loving though OFTEN they have to correct, remind, etc.

3. “would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings,”
There are FOUR times when a HEN sends out a call and gathers her chickens :

a. When there is FOOD!  Jesus, like mothers, KNOW that their children need to eat … what; when; how much; etc.  Jesus said in John 6:35 “I am the bread of life…”  Jesus know WHAT we need to “eat”.  WHEN we need to eat (NOW) and HOW MUCH we need to eat (blessed are them that hunger for righteousness for they shall be FILLED).  Jesus is calling us to the FEAST!
b. When there is an ENEMY!  Jesus, like mothers, KNOW the limitations of their children … they KNOW when there is an enemy STRONGER than they are.  Jesus knows that our ADVERSARY, the devil, is stronger than we are!!!  He says to DRAW NEAR to him and the devil will flee!

c. When there is a STORM!  Jesus, like mothers, KNOW when there is danger coming to the children.  When the children is playing with the light socket or teetering on the porch rail she knows that the child could be injured.  Under the HEN’S wings the STORM can’t penetrate … it is SAFE there!!  Life’s “storms” will not harm us if we stay close to Jesus!

d. When the SUN SETS!  Jesus, like mothers, KNOW when the children are tired and weary and need to rest.  Jesus said, “Come unto me ye that labor and are heavy laden and I will give you REST”.  
4. “and ye would not!”
Sometimes, no matter WHAT the mother does the children “WILL NOT”.  This is one of the greatest heart breaks in the world; to see a child reject the love of the mother.  Jesus feels this way when we reject him!

5. “Behold, your house is left unto desolate.”
Jesus, like mothers, KNOW when it is time to punish the child.  

6. “For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, BLESSED IS HE THAT COMETH IN THE NAME OF THE LORD.”  
Jesus, like mothers, KNOW that they have cared for their children … and one way or the other the child will often recognize it.  How many times have children who followed the path that a godly mother taught them come back and THANK their mothers, giving the credit for everything?  How many times have children who have been disobedient to their godly mother come back and say, “Mother, if I had only listened to you!”?  or “Mama tried!”.  

III. Conclusion:    

A human child may NEVER recognize the love of their mother and may never bless her …. But EVERY KNEE will bow to JESUS and WORSHIP Him and BLESS Him!!!   
