Three Great Rules of Life
Text:  Luke 10:30-35
01/13/13 A.M.
I. Introduction:  Everyone lives by a set of Values … either those values that they have created in their own minds or those values that they have been taught or those Values that they have chosen from outside themselves (God’s Word).  Nevertheless, our “Value System” exists!  We can call it our “Rule of Life”.
There are basically THREE GREAT RULES of LIFE

“The Iron Rule”

“The Silver Rule”

“The Golden Rule”

II. Read the Text and note that there are three characters that illustrates these Three Rules … The Story of the Good Samaritan
“30And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. 31And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side. 33But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him, 34And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee.”
1. “The Iron Rule” is what the THEIVES lived by.  It basically says “Might makes right” or “Yours is Mine”

It is wholly SELFISH.  It takes all it can without any thought for the welfare and rights of others.  

These Thieves TOOK the victim’s MONEY because the LOVED it … they WANTED it … and they COULD take it!  But the Word of God says that it will 
NOT lead to happiness.  Those that follow this rule will never know true SATISFACTION!  

I Timothy 6:10  “10For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.”
The LOVE of worldly things will lead one to THEFT and ROBBERY!  The folks that live by this rule will be LOST!

I Corinthians 6:10   “10Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.”
2. “The Silver Rule” is what the Priest and the Levite lived by.  It basically says what the Chinese Philosopher, Confucius, said, “What you would NOT want others to do unto you, do NOT do unto them”.  This rule would forbid you to harm a man (for you would NOT want to be harmed), but it does not motivate you to AID or ASSIST anyone.

The Priest and the Levite would satisfy themselves by saying, “I didn’t hurt him”.  But they live by the “Silver Rule” so they have NO OBLIGATION to HELP him either!  They can “pass by on the other side”!

I John 3:17   “But whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?”
The priest and the Levite were SUPPOSED to be the RELIGIOUS ones, yet they “saw their brother in need and shut up the bowels of compassion from him” … how can the say they love God?  Their RELIGION was EMPTY and gave them NO REAL SATISFACTION or FULLFILLMENT!  
Matthew 25 talks of the “separation of sheep and goats” those that MINISTERED with food, drink, clothing, … AID!  Are the ones that will be allowed into Heaven!  The others will object … When did we see you in this shape?  When you see the “least of these my brethren”!!

We must remember that “Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.”  Matthew 7:21
3. “The Golden Rule” is what the Good Samaritan lived by.  It is stated by Jesus in Matthew 7:12 “12Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets.”

This rule OBLIGATES one to HELP OTHERS … “What you WANT men to do to you … DO TO THEM!!”

The Good Samaritan saw the victim and said, “I didn’t do that to him, BUT if I were lying in that ditch in such bad shape … I sure would WANT some one to help me!  Therefore, I will help him (Thus the “Golden Rule”)

This rule will bring REAL happiness and SATISFACTION to our lives.  Not only in this life, but in the life to come!
I Corinthians 15:58 “58Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.”
In Matthew 25 when the it was noted that the people who live by the Golden Rule who SERVE and HELP and AID … they will hear these words:

“21 His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.”  Matthew 25:21
III. Conclusion:    

Because we are human there are times and situations that we have applied the “Iron Rule” in our lives … “I want it, I take it”.

There are times we have applied the “Silver Rule” to certain situations … “I didn’t do that (I would NEVER do that) … it’s not my obligation to help”.  

There are times that we have applied the “Golden Rule” to certain situations … “I see him in trouble and if I were in trouble I would want a helping hand, therefore I will help”

The question is … WHICH RULE … DEFINES our VALUE SYSTEM!  Which “Rule” do we live by WITHOUT THINKING ABOUT IT FIRST!!!

Train ourselves to LIVE BY THE “GOLDEN RULE”!
That being said, If I were lost I would want you to encourage me to be saved … so tonight we want to encourage YOU to be saved!
