A Famine In The Land
Text:  Amos 8:9-11
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I. Introduction:  Read the Text of Amos 8:9-11
“9And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord GOD, that I will cause the sun to go down at noon, and I will darken the earth in the clear day: 10And I will turn your feasts into mourning, and all your songs into lamentation; and I will bring up sackcloth upon all loins, and baldness upon every head; and I will make it as the mourning of an only son, and the end thereof as a bitter day. 11Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD:”
II. Jesus Declared that he was “the bread of life” in John 6.  Yet so many people are not EATING that BREAD!!!!
1. a. It is UNTHINKABLE that, in a time of PLENTY that one would EAT from GARBAGE CANS … yet in this age of INFORMATION, the things that we are EATING is from “Garbage Cans” ie, pornography, worldly matters, “stories”, etc.
“5And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.   

6And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart”  Genesis 6:5-6
b.  When people ARE EATING FROM Garbage Cans … they will remember the days when they had Wholesome Food available!  What if we couldn’t communicate as we do now?  What if we didn’t have access to the Bible? What if the ONLY thing we had to EAT was FILTH?  It is getting just about that way!  Flip through the channels on TV and there is NOTHING WORTH WATCHING!!  That is all we are being FED is GARBAGE! 

Remember the PRODIGAL SON!  He repented when he was fed pig food!  Let us not wait until we have a FAMINE of the word before we desire it!
2. a.  It is UNACCEPTABLE to think that, in a time of PLENTY that one would EAT FALSE FOODS … yet in this age where the BIBLE is accessible for us to read we turn to those who are preaching FALSE MESSAGES!!!!  
30A wonderful and horrible thing is committed in the land;  31The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means; and my people love to have it so: and what will ye do in the end thereof?  Jeremiah 5:30-31
b. When all we have to choose from is the FALSE FOODS … then we will remember the days when REAL food was available!  What if we couldn’t hear a decent TRUE Bible SERMON anywhere?  What if all we could get was the “watered down” social / or false doctrine and teaching?  

“26Mischief shall come upon mischief, and rumour shall be upon rumour; then shall they seek a vision of the prophet; but the law shall perish from the priest, and counsel from the ancients.”  Ezekiel 7:26 

It is possible that we could get to that point again!  

3.   a. It is UNNATURAL that, in a time of PLENTY that one would REFUSE TO EAT 
at all!  ... yet in this age where we have freedom to Worship and Study the Bible many REFUSE to come to the DINNER TABLE!!!   There are people that are willing to be punished or DIE for the privilege of Bible Study (Wayne Barrier’s Story) today, but we WON’T EAT when it is so readily available!

“8Now go, write it before them in a table, and note it in a book, that it may be for the time to come for ever and ever:  9That this is a rebellious people, lying children, children that will not hear the law of the LORD: 10Which say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits:”  Isaiah 30:8-10
“14They have healed also the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace.  15Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination? nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush: therefore they shall fall among them that fall: at the time that I visit them they shall be cast down, saith the LORD. 16Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We will not walk therein. 17Also I set watchmen over you, saying, Hearken to the sound of the trumpet. But they said, We will not hearken.”  Jeremiah 6:14-17
b.  When we have NOTHING at all to EAT … then we will wonder why in the 

world we REFUSED to eat it when we had it!  What if we DID NOT HAVE the BIBLE TEACHING and PREACHING!  

“6My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children.”  Isaiah 4:6
III. Conclusion:
Job noted that “The Lord giveth … and the Lord taketh away”!  Let us APPRECIATE the blessing of the WORD while we HAVE IT!!!!
