What Happened To The Lines?
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I. Introduction:  Illustration:  A scene in “Lonesome Dove”.  Robert Urich and Robert Duvall. Duvall’s character was “Gus”.  Urich’s character had joined up with outlaws to “get through the territory”, but he watched with NO OPPOSITON as they MURDERED!  When Gus (Robert Duvall’s character) and Tommy Lee Jone’s character found them they hung them all … including Urich’s character because he “crossed the line”.  Urich’s character said, “I didn’t see no line, Gus”!  
DO WE SEE THE LINES CLEARLY or have they become BLURRED?  

    II.
      The LINE is a MEASUREMENT; A STANDARD; 
GOD HAS DRAWN THE LINES!!!
“7The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.   8The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. 9The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.  10More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.  11Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in keeping of them there is great reward.”  Psalm 19:7-11
2.  But what Happens to the LINES? 
                  1.   Some have REMOVED the lines altogether:  

i.  They say that ANYTHING GOES.  

ii. There are NO STANDARDS … 

iii. Eat, Drink, and be Merry … for tomorrow we die!

      2.    Some have DRAWN their OWN LINES:

iv. Do what is right in your OWN EYES.

v. “I’M OK ; YOU’RE OK”

vi. If it’s RIGHT for you, It’s OK.

      3.    Some have IGNORED the LINES:


   They don’t CARE … they SEE them but they simply ignore!



ACHAN in Joshua 7 took spoils and he KNEW BETTER … he died!

4.        Some have CLOSED THEIR EYES to the lines:  

i. They simply don’t WANT to know when they have crossed the line. 
Perhaps they HOPE that someone else will WARN them when they are about to cross the line … BLIND leading the BLIND  … BOTH fall!
5.        Some have BLURRED the lines:  They KNOW that there is a line there, but it  
              can’t be seen clearly as to where it actually is!  
       6.  Some MOVE the lines:  

i. They say that we have “crossed the line” when, in fact, the line is further from us.

ii. They say that we have “not crossed the line yet” when, in fact, we have crossed it a ways back!

6. Conclusion:   
The FACT is that the lines EXISTS – and they EXIST WHERE they are REGARDLESS of our PERCEPTION of them!  ONLY a study of the Word of God can OPEN our UNDERSTANDING to see them!
Only a “good and honest heart” willing to ADMIT that GOD’S LINES are the ONLY LINES to RESPECT!   
