Baptism 
What It Does & Does Not Do
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I. Introduction:  There is too much discussion on baptism in the Bible to say that God did not have a plan for it.  Some over emphasize its importance and believe that baptism does EVERYTHING.  Others under emphasize its importance and believe that baptism does NOTHING.

II.
      As sincere followers of God and His Word, let’s look at what baptism CAN and 
   CAN NOT accomplish according to God’s plan. 
What Baptism DOES NOT Do


Change the Heart     -
Faith does that 
        -
Acts 15:8-9      
We do NOT believe in “Baptismal Regeneration” as some groups claim we do.  They think we believe that Baptism is the Point in which you are “Regenerated” where your heart is changed.  FAITH does this as we see in Acts 15:8-9 “8And God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, even as he did unto us; 9And put no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith.”   

Change the Life       -
Repentance does that
        -
Matthew 21:28-29
We do NOT believe that baptism will change a person’s lifestyle.  Listen to what Jesus said about repentance, “28But what think ye? A certain man had two sons; and he came to the first, and said, Son, go work to day in my vineyard. 29He answered and said, I will not: but afterward he repented, and went.” The boy CHANGED what he DID!
Remove Temptation-  Human Lusts cause that      -
James 1:14

Some believe that once they submit to baptism that all temptation will cease!

“14But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.”

Since we live in our Human bodies we will undergo temptation as long as we live.  
Prevent all Wrongs  -  Look at Peter 
 
        -
Galatians 2:11-14  


Some believe that once they are baptized that is the end of making mistakes.  

“11But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed. 12For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision. 13And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that Barnabas also was carried away with their dissimulation. 14But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews?”
Even Peter made mistakes in Judgment and Actions.
Assure Eternal Life  -  Paul knew this
        -   I Cor.9:27

At funerals you may hear someone say, “Well, it was a good thing he was baptized”.  As 

if that deed ASSURES them of Eternal Life.  Paul was baptized, but he recognized that he could fall away.  “27But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.”
Give Life to Living  -  Only DEAD are Buried      -   Romans 6:3-7
Some believe that baptism is done to give life AFTER one has already been saved.  How can one be baptized AFTER being saved when the Bible teaches that the old man of sin is BURIED and a NEW Creature emerges.  We do not bury LIVING CREATURES … we bury DEAD ones.  That is why Paul wrote “3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?  4Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: 6Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. 7For he that is dead is freed from sin.”
One BURIES the DEAD man so that the NEW man can be RAISED!
What Baptism DOES Do
Puts us INTO Christ  -  Baptized INTO Christ        -   Galatians 3:27

“27For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”

EVERYONE who believes that Christ is the Son of God would agree that one must be 

“In Christ” to be saved … yet the debate is “HOW does one get “In Christ””.  This is God’s Word on the matter … it is in Baptism.
Contacts His Death    -  Baptized INTO His Death  -   Romans 6:8
We have already noted in Romans 6 that the DEAD are BURIED and RAISED to begin a new life.  It is important to note that in that Baptism, we CONTACTED the DEATH of CHRIST.  Notice verse 8 “8Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him:” In the ENTIRE context Paul is discussing our BAPTISM.  Therefore, if we are BAPTIZED “dead with Christ” we believe we will LIVE WITH HIM.  The converse is also true:  If we are NOT “dead with Christ” we will not LIVE with Him.  
Saves From Sin          -  Shall be SAVED
          -   Mark 16:16 & I Peter 3:21

Let the two verses speak for themselves:


“16He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be 
damned.”

“21The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us…”
Remission of Sin        -  For Remission of Sin         -   Acts 2:38
EVERYONE who wants to go to heaven will SURELY agree that it is our SIN that will keep us out.  We NEED our sins “remitted” or “taken away”.  The debate is “What must take place before this can happen”.  We’ve noted that FAITH & REPENTANCE must SURELY take place in the Heart & Life of a person before this can occur, but BAPTISM is also a necessity.

“38Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”
Some would argue that the “FOR remission of sins” means “BECAUSE OF remission of sins”.  This argument would be valid IF these OTHER texts in the Bible did not indicate that Baptism “Saves”.  We are to “RIGHTLY DIVIDE” the word of God … are we willing to RISK our ETERNAL LIFE over the meaning of the SINGLE WORD “FOR” when there is SO MUCH said about Baptism in the Bible and what God’s Plan for it is in our life?
Frees from Sin           -  We are made free from sin   -  Romans 6:16-18

16Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to 
whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? 17But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you.  18Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.”

The ENTIRE discussion of Romans 6, as we have seen, is BAPTISM as it is a FORM of the DEATH, BURIAL, & RESURRECTION of Jesus.  The ONLY way to OBEY the FORM of doctrine is to be BAPTIZED.  Paul then said, “being THEN made free from sin” ... AFTER having obeyed the FORM (Baptism)!

Wash Away Sin         -  Paul was told to do this       -  Acts 22:16
The question is … is sin “remitted” BEFORE or AFTER our baptism?  We have already discussed that the NEW LIFE comes AFTER our “BURIAL” and obedience of the FORM of doctrine, but consider what Ananias told Paul, “16And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.”
Question:  Is something “WASHED AWAY” BEFORE or AFTER the WASHING Occurs?  If I could have my dirt WASHED AWAY from my BODY BEFORE my Shower … what is the purpose of the SHOWER?

 Frees Conscience       -  Answer of Good Conscience –I Peter 3:21

Of course baptism is NOT for the purpose of WASHING away DIRT … when baptism 

occurs our SINS are “washed away” therefore our CONSCIENCE is CLEARED!  We have already looked at the first part of I Peter 3:21 where Peter told us that “baptism doth also now save us” but he goes on to EXPLAIN “21The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:”

Has the Authority      -  Into the NAME 
           -  Matthew 28:19
It is important to note by what AUTHORITY we are baptized.  Were we baptized by the authority of a denominational group to JOIN that group?  Were we baptized by the authority of a preacher to simply obey what he said?  Were we baptized by some authority OTHER THAN DIVINE authority? “19Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:” 
Be BAPTIZED because the FATHER, the SON, and the HOLY GHOST authorizes it!
Adds to the Body       -  Baptized into One Body      -  I Corinthians 12:12
The Scriptures teach that the “Body” is the “Church” … EVERYONE who wants to go to heaven would certainly agree that we MUST be a Part of the CHURCH … the BODY of CHRIST before this can happen.  The question is “At what point do we enter into that BODY and become a member of it?”


“13For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body,…” 
I Corinthians 12:13
Begins a New Life     -  Walk in NEWNESS of Life – Romans 6:3-5

AFTER we have been baptized we THEN can begin our NEW LIFE in the BODY of 

CHRIST … “  4Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” 

III.     Conclusion:   
In researching this lesson I learned a fact.  From the first century to the 16th century the church theologians and “fathers” believed that baptism was necessary for the salvation process.  In the 16th century, nearly 1500 years after the Church was established a man named Huldreich Zwingli (during the “Reformation Movement” with Martin Luther) began to teach that baptism was not a necessary part of the salvation process.  Later John Calvin adopted that view and now most of the denominations believe it.  If you repeat a lie enough times … it will be believed as truth!

The idea that Baptism is NOT NECESSARY was started by some man’s idea – we have just seen what the BIBLE says.  Who to you believe? 

Today we have not OVER emphasized the importance of Baptism.  We hope that this lesson shows that we should never UNDER emphasize it either.   If we REFUSE to be baptized … we will surely be guilty of under emphasizing its role in God’s Plan of Salvation.

We should put the proper emphasis on this important subject.  Have you been baptized for the proper reasons?

