Caught In The Act
Text:  John 8:2-11

04/14/13 P.M.       
I. Introduction:  Have you ever been “Caught in the act?” 
II. Sin WILL be discovered! Don’t think that we are clever enough to keep our sin hidden!  Numbers 32:23 says “Be sure your sin will find you out”.  
This is true of the so called “Little Sins” as it is with the “Big Sins”.  People around me know if I am selfish!  We may THINK we have our sin well hidden, but most often they are WELL KNOWN!

Even if they are NOT common knowledge they will often eventually come out.  What about these politicians who are confessing (AFTER THEY ARE DISCOVERED) of their affairs, political scandals, etc. they have being going on for YEARS!
Even if they are NEVER discovered as long as we live … God will bring it to light … “14For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.”  Ecclesiastes 12:14
III.  This Woman’s Sins were “Found Out” … Yet the “Religious People” who found out 

        the sin had a DIFFERENT idea about it than Jesus did:
1. The “Religious People” were not really concerned about the SCRIPTURE
They KNEW what the LAW said about this Sin … they knew the TRUTH about the penalty for this sin. BUT they did not bring the MAN involved!
Leviticus 20:10 – “And the man that committeth adultery with another man’s wife, even he that committeth adultery with his neighbour’s wife, the adulterer AND the adulteress shall surely be put to death.”
Why did they not bring BOTH?  Could it be that keeping the LAW was really NOT the important thing to them?  They didn’t really care about the SCRIPTURE! 

They simply wanted to “tempt” (test) Jesus so they could ACCUSE him of something!

They thought they had him in an IMPOSSIBLE dilemma.  If he said “Do NOT stone her” then they could say that he spoke AGAINST the Law of Moses.

If he said, “Stone her” then the Romans (Who forbade the Death Penalty without authorization) would arrest him for murder!

Jesus KNEW the LAW as WELL, but He knew the WHOLE TRUTH!  He knew that the David said, “2The LORD looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, and seek God. 3They are ALL gone aside, they are all together become filthy: there is none that doeth good, no, not one.”

Psalm 14:2-3
The RELIGIOUS PEOPLE were not REALLY concerned with TRUTH!  They just wanted to JUSTIFY their POSITION!

2. The “Religious People” were NOT Concerned about the SINNER!  

They were ready to PUT HER TO DEATH … She had made bad choices, she WAS a SINNER … She NEEDED HELP; MERCY; STRENGTH to make BETTER Choices!  What did she get from these people … NONE OF THIS!!!  
Jesus WAS CONCERNED with THE SINNER!!  He KNEW that he would soon DIE for the sins of the WHOLE WORLD!  He wanted HER … INDIVIDUALLY … to be forgiven … and He DID forgive her!!!

The “Religious People” sought to PARADE her … Jesus sought to PARDON her!

Jesus knew that ALL of them were SINNERS … they did too … they had just completed a week of “The feast of the Tabernacles” where they were KEENLY aware of their fathers’ sins in the Wilderness … living in “booths”.  

However, because they were CONVICTED in their own CONSCIENCE … they LEFT the SINNER STANDING!!!!!

3. The “Religious People” were NOT Concerned about THE SIN!  If they 

      REALLY wanted to deal with the SIN they would have brought the man 

involved!
Deuteronomy 22:22-24 – “22If a man be found lying with a woman married to an husband, then they shall both of them die, BOTH the man that lay with the woman, and the woman: so shalt thou put away evil from Israel.”
They were NOT interested in “putting away the evil from among them”!!!!

DEALING with SIN was NOT the primary reason for bring the sinner into “the light”!

Jesus wanted to DEAL WITH THE SIN!  He KNEW the REAL nature of man’s Sin Problem and He had the ANSWER … FORGIVENESS! 

Jesus knew that HE had the ABILITY to FORGIVE this woman and HE had the DESIRE to forgive her!  He KNEW that she was penitent. 
Therefore he said, “Neither do I condemn you, go and sin no more”!  Jesus FORGAVE her sin, but he insisted on a CHANGE IN HER LIFE … “stop sinning”!

III. Conclusion:   
We ARE sinners … We WILL be “found out” … allow God to FORGIVE us … He REALLY DOES CARE about the TRUTH; THE SIN; AND THE SINNER!!!
