The Story of Absalom & David’s Great Love for Him
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I. Introduction:  The Bible said that King David was a man “after God’s own heart”!  This is said because David, although he fell very short, repented of his sin and returned to God.  He also NEVER sacrificed to another god.  It is also said because David had a “heart” or attitude like God’s!  We see it especially in the story of his son Absalom….
II. II Samuel Chapter 13 thru Chapter 19   
Tell the story emphasizing the dreadful things Absalom did to his Father and the Love that David had for him anyway!

· Absalom was one of many sons of David.  He was from his wife Maacah, the  

      daughter of the king of Geshur.  His full sister was Tamar.  He was very beautiful.  
      In fact, the Bible says from the crown of his head to the sole of his feet, there was 

      not one blemish!!  His hair was full.  Once a year he got a hair cut and weighed it  

      for it was so much he bragged about it!

· One of their HALF brothers (same father, David, different mother) was Amnon.

· Amnon “loved” or at least he “lusted” after Tamar.  His friend advised him to fake illness then asked King David to let Tamar be his nurse.  This he did.  When Tamar came to help he took advantage of her despite her pleadings.  When Amnon got what he wanted he rejected her and put her out of the house.  This made King David VERY ANGRY, but he did nothing about it as far as we know.  This made Absalom even ANGRIER and he HATED Amnon.  TWO YEARS later he had an assembly with the king’s sons.  There he had Amnon executed!
· At first the news reached David that Absalom had killed ALL of David’s sons!  Then he heard that only Amnon was dead.  Absalom then fled the country.  He took refuge with the king of Geshur, his grandfather!

· AFTER THREE YEARS David had missed Absalom.  David’s highest ranking Generals, Joab, realized that David missed him.  Joab got a lady to pretend to be a woman who was mourning.  He told her to approach David and tell him that one of her sons had killed the other and that the whole community wanted to kill the living one.  David promised her that no harm would come to her or her son.  The lady then said that David was doing the same thing by not going after Absalom.  David realized that Joab had put her up to it and told Joab that he would allow Absalom back into the city of Jerusalem, but would not allow him to see his face.

· AFTER TWO YEARS of living in Jerusalem without seeing David’s face, Absalom called for Joab, but he did not come.  He called a second time and still he did not come.  Then Absalom had his servants to burn Joab’s field.  Then Joab confronted Absalom and asked why he had burned his field.  Absalom said it was because he did not respond to his call.  Then he told Joab to go to king David and ask for the rights to see his face.  Joab went and David allowed him to come.  David and Absalom were reunited.
· However, Absalom did not want the rights to see David because he loved him.  He wanted those rights so he could get close to his court.  When people would come from throughout the Kingdom, Absalom would “politic” and say, “If I were made judge in the land… every man would receive justice!”  And it came to pass after FOUR YEARS (The King James translates forty, but the LXX (Septuagint), and Josephus render it FOUR which is most likely since 40 years would be WAY TOO LONG for either of their lives) Absalom “stole the hearts of the men of Israel”.  

· Then Absalom asked David if he could go to Hebron to keep a vow to God he had made (lie).  David allowed him to go.  Absalom claimed to the King in Hebron and got all of Israel to follow him.  The men of Judah stayed on David’s side.  David’s counselor, Ahithophel, was part of the conspiracy AGAINST David and joined forces with Absalom.
· Absalom gathered an army and marched to Jerusalem.  David abandoned the city.  He left ten of his concubines in the city and took his army and many of his valued supporters with him.  David asked his other counselor, Hushai, to pretend to have allegiance to Absalom and try to sway the counsel of Ahithophel in David’s favor, and then to report what he hears to David.  In other words be David’s spy or inside man.  Hushai agreed.  Along with the two Priests and their two sons.

· When Absalom got to Jerusalem he met with no resistance.  Ahithophel counseled him to publicly go into David’s concubines and into his house and take possession of them.  This Absalom did.  Ahithophel also counseled Absalom to send 12,000 soldiers after David and eliminate him because he would be weak, understaffed, and unprepared for a defence.  Absalom called Hushai (David’s spy) and asked his counsel.  Hushai counseled him not to go because “you know your father and his men”...  “They are valiant men, men of war, they liable to slaughter your men and then the Kingdom would doubt your strength.  Wait unto you get reinforcements.  Then you, Absalom, should lead the battle yourself and claim a great victory publicly over your father, David!”  They took Hushai’s counsel.  This gave Hushai time to get a message to David to warn him of Absalom’s attack plans.  It also bought David time to arrange a defense.  Ahithophel hanged himself when they did not take his counsel.  Probably because he knew that David would win and he would be killed anyway!
· When time for the battle came David prepared his defense.  He set Joab, Abishai (Joab’s brother), and Ittai over three companies of soldiers.  In front of everyone David commanded his three General to “Deal gently with the young man, Absalom”.  When the battle ensued it was in a very dense wooded area.  More people died from the forest than from the sword.  As Absalom rode his hair was caught in a tree and lifted him off his mule.  Joab was told where he was.  Joab thrust three spears through his heart while he hanged by his hair!
· Runners to David the news.  When they come into the place where David was his first question was NOT how is the battle going? It was “Is all well with Absalom?”  When he was told that Absalom was dead he cried, “O my son Absalom, my son, my son, Absalom! Would God I had died for thee!”

· Joab was angry with David that he mourned for the one who tried to take over the Kingdom.  He told David that he was wrong for turning the joy of victory into a time of sorrow!  David fired Joab!  
III.       Conclusion:   Though Absalom took vengeance on Amnon and killed him



We often try to “police” the brotherhood … sure we should address evil 
                                     (but there is a way to do it right) … Vengence is mine saith the Lord
He conspired against David   We try to WORK things out to get things to “go our way”.  

                         Let us try to get things to go GOD’S way … then we will be blessed!

He tried to take the Kingdom away from David   The Kingdom belongs to GOD … 

                                     NOT US … we ARE the Church IN HIS SERVICE!!  Serve Him!

He tried to Kill David  Whenever we disrespect God, we crucify the Jesus “afresh”.  We 

                                      are PITIFUL indeed!  

DAVID STILL LOVED HIM!!!!  David was a “man after God’s own heart” 
                                     because:




Though we do the things we do




Though we DON’T do the things we should




God still cries, “I WILL DIE FOR YOU” … AND HE DID!!!!
                                    Will you SERVE Him or will you REJECT Him?  
