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David's Devotional
  HAPPINESS

“The U. S. Constitution doesn't guarantee happiness, only the pursuit 
of it. You have to catch up with it yourself.”    -  Benjamin Franklin

In Matthew 5:1-16, as Jesus sat on a mountain, many came to hear 
Him. Poor & Rich; Educated & Uneducated; Religious & “Sinners” ; 
etc. Jesus preached the greatest sermon in human history. 

Some came expecting to be healed. Others came out of curiosity. 
Still others (like Pharisees & Scribes) wanted to trap Him in His words. 

As Jesus looked out at the crowd, He saw their hearts. He knew His 
message could change their lives, but most would not understand it. 
Only the "Blessed" ones would "get it". They would be HAPPY! 

The Poor in Spirit;  they that Mourn;  the Meek;  those that Hunger 
and Thirst after righteousness; the Merciful; the Pure in Heart; and 
the Peacemakers. These people were spiritually minded!   

They were willing to suffer persecution in the flesh (physically) to be 
right Spiritually! They were the "Salt of the Earth" and the "Light of 
the World". Why? Because they were different! They were happy. The 
world is physically minded and unhappy!  

Their “good works” are from God who is their Spiritual Source!
When men saw these “good works” (Forgiveness; Compassion; etc.) 
they Glorified God! The world needs these happy and blessed people 
for their "salt" & "light"! They know how to find true happiness.
John 13:17 "If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them." 

Let's Get Better! Let's Do Better! Let's Be Better! 

Helping Developing Christians Grow!
https://www.helpingdevelopingchristiansgrow.com/

Devotional Books by David Conley

Happy Father's Day to ME!
We enjoyed Father's Day together at Pa & 
Meme's house (Debra's parents). This picture 
was taken on their front porch.  

Daddy said time would fly by. I did not believe 
him. He was right! Wished he were still here to 
celebrate Father's Day, but he has gone on. 

Thankful to our Heavenly Father for all He has 
done for our family (past, present, & future)!

An Interesting Quote: 
"Eighty percent of success in life 
is showing up."  - Woody Allen    

Show up! We can not keep a 
job, nurture a family, or even 
play if we are not there!  
In Hebrews 10:25 God tells us  
to show up for the assembly. 
God knows there are several 
things that happen during our 
worship together. Not only is it 
good for all of us, it honors 
God! This can not happen if 
we do not show up.  
For the next 30 days, whether 
it is at church, our job, the big 
event, whatever is important, 
let's commit to just show up. 
It may surprise us what will 
happen. 
      Did You Know?    
When there was a cotton shortage 
during World War I, Kimberly-Clark 
developed a thin, flat cotton 
substitute that the army tried to use 
as a filter in gas masks. The war 
ended before scientists perfected the 
material for gas masks, so the 
company redeveloped it to be 
smoother and softer, then marketed 
Kleenex as facial tissue instead. 
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Once Upon A Time ... 
"To every thing there is a season, and a 
time to every purpose under heaven"  
Ecclesiastes 3:1

Just Go!
In the middle 1960's, Daddy 
worked in a "Rubber Ball" 
plant in the Shoals area.   

One Friday the workers met and decided they would go 
on strike the following Monday.  Daddy had four 
children at the time and could not afford to lose time off 
work.  He called his brother (my Uncle Paul) in 
Winchester, Indiana.  Uncle Paul worked for the city 
and had a great relationship with the Mayor.  Uncle Paul 
told Daddy if he could move up there, he would have a 
job waiting on him. 
Six people and all our belongings were crammed in the 
car, on top of the car, and in a small trailer pulled 
behind the car.  We moved to Indiana that weekend! We 
must have looked like The Beverly Hillbillies except 
Daddy had found no "black gold"! 
When Monday morning came, the "Rubber Ball" plant 
shut down in response to the declared strike.  All the 
workers went home without a job. Daddy went to work 
for the City of Winchester, Indiana!
This doesn't mean Daddy didn't like Alabama, nor does 
it mean he didn't appreciate his job at the "Rubber Ball" 
plant.  He simply saw his current situation was leading 
toward hardship for his family. 
Sometimes we have to "Just Go"!  Make the necessary 
decisions, declare the necessary endings, and take the 
necessary actions in order to have a new beginning.  
This is a great time to make a new beginning.  Paul 
declared in Philippians 3:13, "... but this one thing I do, 
forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching 
forth unto those things which are before,...".  
It may be difficult, but it is necessary!

We are just Tools!
"Shall the axe boast itself 
against him that heweth 
therewith? Or shall the saw 
magnify itself against him that 
shaketh it? As if the rod 
should shake itself against 
them that lift it up, or as if the 
staff should lift up itself, as if 
it were no wood.”  Isaiah 10:15

A Funny Thing Happened ...
The preacher saw a father with his son in the grocery store. The toddler was 
very upset. The father calmly said, "Now Billy, we will only be in here a few 
minutes". Two aisles over the toddler had gotten much louder. The father, in a 
low, calm voice, said, "Billy, we only have a couple more things to get and then we 
can leave." At the register, the preacher walked up behind them. The child was 
screaming! To the preacher's surprise, the father, in a soft tone, said, "Billy, we 
will be in the car in a minute and everything will be ok." 

During the day of Isaiah, the King of Syria was a very 
powerful man. In Isaiah 10:13 &14 he bragged about how 
powerful he was. He said it was by the strength of his 
own hand he was so successful. He said it was his own 
wisdom that made him superior. He boasted of his 
accomplishments and even compared himself to a 
“valiant man”. The King of Syria said he was so powerful  
he was able to conquer his enemies like taking eggs 
from chickens! It was so easy the “chickens” did not 
even try to flog, peck, or cackle!
Then God put everything in the proper perspective when 
he said that an ax is just an ax! It cannot take credit for 
the pile of wood that was just chopped! The credit or 
glory goes to the woodman! He was the one who used 
the ax to get the job done!  
Furthermore, a saw is just a saw. It is a tool! It cannot 
“magnify” itself over the one who is using it!  Whoever 
heard of someone walking through a house and saying, 
“Wow, what a nice house this saw built.”? NEVER! The 
glory goes to the carpenter, not his tools!  
In addition, a rod and staff can never raise themselves 
up, for they are just wood!  They are totally useless until 
someone picks them up and uses them to fight off a wolf 
or draw a sheep from a dangerous ledge.  
We are God’s tools!  We are His “rod & staff”.  By God’s 
rod and staff he will save the lost sheep! The rod & staff 
never get glory for the saving work, the Shepherd does!
Don’t forget, we are just His tools!  The real question is: 
"Are we being used?"                                David Conley

The preacher was so impressed, he followed them to their car and said, "Sir, I just wanted to say 
how impressed I am with how you handled little Billy." 
The father said, "You don't understand. I'm Billy!"
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