A Study of Philemon
03/17/13 A.M.       
Introduction:  Read Colossians 4:7-18 noting that Paul was in prison and sent the letter by Tychicus and Onesimus.  Also note the people with Paul.
I. Read and Study the Letter to Philemon
1. Realize that Philemon was a member of the Church of Christ at Colossae.
2. Note that Apphia was probably Philemon’s wife.

3. Archippus was most likely the minister at Colossae.

4. “The church in thy house” was probably the Colossian church Paul wrote to.

5. Realize that Onesimus was also from Colossae (Colossians 4:9).
6. Show that Paul knew Philemon 
7. Show that Onesimus was Philemon’s runaway slave that Paul loved.
8. Paul accepted Onesimus’ debt.
9. Paul has such confidence in Philemon that he asked for lodging.
II. Lessons to be learned 
1. When we become Christians we still have our social duties. We cannot “hide behind” our Christianity or excuse ourselves from our social responsibilities.  Onesimus was a runaway slave who owed his master money!  He had to deal with that even though he had become a Christian.
Colossians 3:22  “Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh…”

Colossians 4:1  “Masters, give unto your servants that which is just and equal; knowing that ye also have a Master in heaven.”

Ephesians 6:5-9 Paul gave the same word to Servants & Masters

1 Corinthians 7:20-22 “20 Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he was called. 21 Art thou called being a servant? care not for it: but if thou mayest be made free, use it rather. 22 For he that is called in the Lord, being a servant, is the Lord's freeman: likewise also he that is called, being free, is Christ's servant.”
2. When we become Christians we should accept fellow Christians regardless of social status.  We ARE members of the same body and in the SAME FAMILY!!  Philemon, a rich man, was encouraged to treat Onesimus, a slave, as a brother!   We recognize the VALUE of EACH Christian!
God gave you VALUE … You can serve him in your calling.
3. When we become Christians we should “stand up for each other” as Paul spoke up for Onesimus calling him “useful”. Paul even accepted his debt!
When we JUDGE like the WORLD Judges … we DE-VALUE and refuse to STAND UP for one another!  Let me tell you what’s WRONG with them!  

IV.  Conclusion:  Yes, we are social beings who live in society with all our social responsibilities.  Our social status may not be changed when we become a Christian,  but we WILL become part of a FAMILY that knows no SOCIAL prejudices!  Become a Christian today!  Don’t be discouraged by those who call themselves Christian, but show social favoritism or harbor social prejudices!
