Self Willed People Need A Donkey’s Rebuke
Text:  Numbers 22:2-34
01/06/13 P.M.
MODIFIED from this outline … see NOTEBOOK for actual Lesson

I. Introduction:  Tell story of how Balak, King of Moab, was afraid of Israel.  He sent messengers to Balaam to have him come curse Israel. 
II. Lessons that can be learned:

1.  When God says “NO” … He means … “NO”!

2. Balaam wanted to go because of the exalted position and the profit he could gain. So when Balak urged him, He asked a second time (still the answer was, “NO”).  
3. But God told Balaam to “GO”, not because God had changed His mind, but to see if Balaam REALLY trusted God! When Balaam went, God became angry!
4. God sent an angel … he stood “in the way” to kill Balaam for his greedy spirit!  Balaam was a prophet and a Seer, but he could not see the angel!  He was BLINDED by his greed and self-interests.  We fail to see God’s way because of the cares of the world!
5. Balaam’s donkey saw the angel and the peril that Balaam was in.  Sometimes it is the “donkeys” that see the TRUTH instead of the “religious leaders”!  He tried to turn around but there was a wall on both sides of the passage.  Balaam’s foot was crushed into the wall.  Balaam began to beat the donkey.  When the angel moved up into a position where there was no way to move, the donkey simply sit down!  Balaam became angry and he beat her some more!  Even though the donkey had saved his life, Balaam could see it!
6. The Lord allowed the donkey to speak and she said, “What have I done unto thee, that thou hast smitten me these three times?”  Balaam ANSWERED the donkey and ARGUED with her!  “Because you have mocked me … I would there were a sword in mine hand, for now would I kill thee!”  
7. The donkey answered, Balaam and explained that she had never disobeyed Balaam or caused him any grief before.  Balaam agreed … there MUST be a REASON she behaved the way she did.  Then the Lord allowed Balaam to see the angel.  When he did, Balaam fell to his face!  He did not seem to show ANY APPRECIATION to the donkey who had just saved his life.  Many times we fail to appreciate those who are simply trying to save us!  We may even become bitter, angry, and try to hurt them!
8. The angel asked Balaam why he beat the donkey!  He explained that Balaam’s way was perverse (contrary) and that had the donkey not turned he would have surely killed Balaam.  The BLAME should have been placed on BALAAM … not the donkey!  Many times we place blame on others when we ourselves should be admitting to the offense!
9. Balaam repented and admitted his sin.  He agreed to go back and not go with Balak to curse the children of Israel.  God explained that he should go, but could only speak what God gives him to speak!  When we recognize our error, we should be willing to repent.
10. Balaam end up BLESSING the Israelites instead of CURSING them!  When we properly place ourselves as an INSTRUMENT to God, then we can get the job done!
III. Conclusion:    

Has there been a “donkey” rebuking you lately?  Perhaps you sin has been pointed out to you in a very unlikely way.  Don’t BEAT the donkey!!  Open your eyes … you life depends on it!!!!
