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David's Devotional  
Better Than Marriage?

The Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection.  To “prove” there 
is no resurrection they had a “scenario” they always asked their 
opponents.  The Law of Moses required a man to take his brother’s 
widow if the brother died without children.  He was to raise children 
to preserve his brother’s name and heritage.  The scenario offered 
by the Sadducees was that of a woman who went through SEVEN 
brothers never having any children!  The question was, “In the (so 
called) resurrection whose wife would she be?”  This question 
ALWAYS “stumped” their opponents!
Imagine their surprise when Jesus revealed a truth that rendered 
their scenario “null & void”!   He said, “The children of this world 
marry, and are given in marriage:  but they which shall be 
accounted worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection from 
the dead, neither marry, nor are given in marriage:”  Luke 20:34-35
There is a difference between relationships in this world (Earth) and 
that world (Heaven)!  Think of how beautiful the marriage 
relationship is!  There is no relationship on earth that is as wonderful 
and full as a true marriage relationship!  
In Heaven this "oneness" is not only shared by two people, it is 
shared collectively by ALL the “Children of God”!  The relationship 
that we will enjoy in Heaven is better than the marriage relationship 
we experience on Earth! Can you imagine that? Neither can I, but I 
believe it is waiting for us!        David Conley

Let's Get Better! Let's Do Better! Let's Be Better! 

Helping Developing Christians Grow!
https://www.helpingdevelopingchristiansgrow.com/

Devotional Books by David Conley

Covid Did Not Go Away
Liberty Church of Christ had to go "virtual" in 
the month of August.   

Several of our members tested positive for 
Covid so the elders decided to worship online.

Preaching to one man in the pews and two 
men in the sound booth is weird, but I knew 
there were several of you watching!
Hopefully we will get back together soon! 

An Interesting Quote: 
"The greater part of instruction 
is being reminded of things you 
already know."    Plato    

Someone said "repetition" is 
the best teacher. That is true if 
the things we repeat are true.
"Practice makes perfect" is 
not true. "Perfect practice 
makes perfect". 
Deuteronomy 11:19 (ESV) "You 
shall teach them to your children, 
talking of them when you are 
sitting in your house, and when 
you are walking by the way, and 
when you lie down, and when 
you rise."                     
The Bible is perfect. Let's 
remind ourselves of that daily.

      Did You Know?    
The month of August was named 
after Augustus Caesar, founder 
and first emperor of the Roman 
Empire. Before the name changed 
in 8 B.C., it was called Sextilis, 
meaning sixth, because it was 
originally the sixth month. 
Some famous people were born in 
the month of August: Martha 
Stewart, Jeff Gordon, Steve Martin, 
and David Conley! 
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Once Upon A Time ... 
"To every thing there is a season, and a 
time to every purpose under heaven"  
Ecclesiastes 3:1

Marking My Sister!
While in Winchester, Indiana 
Mama and Daddy decided to have 
another child. What were they 
thinking??!!   

There were already four of us; Billy, Pamela, me, and Dale. 
My baby sister, Rita, was soon to join us at the table. 
Mama took her four children to the park one day with her 
good friend, Betty, and her children.  One of Betty's girls 
quickly claimed a swing.  This was back in the 60's when the 
swing seats were 2x6 planks suspended with strong, sturdy 
chains.  She was in a full upward swing when I walked right 
behind her! I was only five or six so I only remember snips 
from the event.  Snip #1:  I saw a wooden beam of a swing 
seat headed straight for my head!  Snip #2:  Through half 
opened, tear filled eyes, I saw Mama's flip flops running 
toward me while my face was buried in the gravel beneath 
the swing.  Snip #3:  From the hospital room, I saw Dr. Slick 
as he stitched up my left cheek!
Mama told me that during a pregnancy, if the mother had a 
terrible fright, it would "mark" the child.  Seeing me get my 
head almost knocked off certainly gave my mother a shock.  
When Rita was born there was a slight, but definite place on 
her cheek that looked strangely like the scar that I still bear 
today.  I don't know if I believe in "marking" your unborn 
child, but with all of the trauma we four children must have 
put Mama through, Rita should count herself fortunate that 
she only has that little place on her face!
We know God has a plan for unborn children! "Before I 
formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest 
forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a 
prophet unto the nations."  Jeremiah 1:5. Sadly, many think 
the unborn child is not even human! They kill them as we 
would destroy a virus!  I wonder how many of them God had 
"sanctified" to cure disease, solve energy problems, secure 
peace, etc. If folks really cared about these important issues, 
don't you think they would protect our human resources?!

"Turn These Stones 
To Bread"

After Jesus was baptized 
and before he began his 
public ministry he went 
into the wilderness for an 
extended time of prayer 
and fasting.     

A Funny Thing Happened ...
The preacher bought a lawn mower from a young fellow. He pulled on the 
cord several times but it would not start. "Is there a secret to getting 
it started", the preacher asked. The young fellow said, "Yes, you have to 
cuss it!" The preacher said he had not uttered one cuss word for more 
than thirty years! The young fellow replied, "Keep pulling on that cord 
and it will all come back to you!"
The preacher thought to himself:

Satan came to him there and tempted him. “If thou be 
the Son of God, command that these stones be made 
bread.”  Satan knew Jesus was hungry and that, in his 
humanity, this desire for food could make Jesus 
susceptible to sin.  Jesus was tempted.  In fact, we 
learn in Hebrews 4:15 that he “… was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin.”  How did Jesus 
overcome this temptation?
He quoted scripture!  He quoted Deuteronomy 8:3 “… 
that man doth not live by bread only, but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord doth man 
live.”  We must realize that Jesus was not just throwing 
out a verse at Satan like a “silver bullet” for protection!  
We can memorize scripture and quote it all day long, 
but it will offer no protection against temptation unless it 
is meaningful to us!  In Deuteronomy 8 the context of 
the quote is verse 2, “Thou shalt remember all the way 
which the Lord thy God led thee these forty years in the 
wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know 
what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep 
his commandments, or no.”  
Jesus was lead into a wilderness for 40 days. The 
children of Israel was lead into the wilderness for 40 
years. God wanted His "children", Israel, to be humble 
as He tested them to see what was in their heart. He 
wanted to see if they would keep His Word. Jesus knew 
this! He humbled Himself before God, with full intention 
to live by every word that God spoke. This scripture in 
Deuteronomy gave Jesus strength to pass the test and 
withstand Satan’s offense!  It was meaningful to Him! 
The Holy Scriptures will do the same for us!   David Conley

"That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perisheth, though it be 
tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus 
Christ: :" I Peter 1:7
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