A PICTURE of the REAL THING
Text:  I Chronicles 21
03/17/13 P.M.
I. Introduction:  Islam’s “Dome of the Rock” is at the Temple Mount.  
It is believed to be the site of the Temple of Jerusalem.  
The Moslems hold this as holy because they believe it is where Mohammed ascended into heaven.  (Even though his body is in Medina!) … Jesus’ body is NOT in the tomb!

Note:  Jesus ascended into heaven, not Mohammed. 

The Dome covers a rock that is holy to the Jews in that it is believed to be the place where Abraham was to offer Isaac.  (A PICTURE of God’s SALVATION for man … the SACRIFICE of His SON)!
In that SAME AREA is where Jesus was Crucified.

Satan is a COPY CAT with a TWIST!  He takes the TRUTH and COPIES IT, then TWISTS it out of shape!  We see it throughout the Bible (even in The Revelation). We see it in life & religious world!
On this EXACT SAME spot … after Satan “stood up against” Israel … God provided a PICTURE of the SALVATION PLAN of all man-kind! 
II. STUDY the TEXT:

Verses 1 – 7 David SINNED Against God!  Satan is INVOLVED!  
SATAN STOOD UP AGAINST … HOW?  Provoking David to “number Israel”.  This 

was not a sin in and of itself (the book of Numbers show that a census was taken before).  The sin was that David TOOK IT UPON HIMSELF to call for the census.  WHY?  
a.  Perhaps he wanted to BOAST;  

b.  or he didn’t TRUST God to PROVIDE and wanted SECURITY;  
Regardless of David’s MOTIVES (the DEED was not wrong in and of itself – it was the HEART of DAVID that had sinned) Satan had used his influence against David!  David Sinned!  Transgressed God!

When SIN occurs, there is a SEPARATION between God and the sinner!

Verses 8 – 15 David RECOGNIZED his sin and was subsequently PUNISHED for it!
There ARE consequences for our sin!  Sin CAN NOT go unpunished! Since the wages of sin is DEATH 

(Romans 6:23), then DEATH was necessary!  The PLAGUE was sent! 
      Verses 16 – 17 David REPENTED of his sin!  


We may RECOGNIZE that we have done wrong and we may even see the 

CONSEQUENCES … but there is NO HOPE until we REPENT!  This is NOT being 
SORRY we are punished … it is being SORRY we disobeyed God!  We get to a point where we ACCEPT the fact that we DESERVE punishment!
       Verses 18 – 27 SACRIFICE must be made! 

Without a COSTLY sacrifice there can be no forgiveness!  


It is something that is given up NEVER to be recovered!!!  It COST!!! 
         Ornan was willing to GIVE IT ALL!  NO!  (Even our “ALL” is NOT ENOUGH!)

         But it was DAVID, the sinner, that must make the costly sacrifice.  


The SACRIFICE must be a sacrifice ACCEPTABLE to God!  It is what GOD wants!


(Remember Cain; Nadab & Abihu; etc.)  We can’t CHOOSE our SACRIFICE! 

                  In I Chronicles 21, David’s sacrifice PRE-PICTURES (Again) the GREAT SACRIFICE of Christ  

                  on the very same location!  Abraham in his offering of Isaac pre-pictures Christ’s sacrifice 

and now David in his offering on the same spot and it STOPS THE PLAGUE!  
The “plague” is the CONDEMNATION of SIN!!!!  With the Sacrifice of Christ, those who are “in 
Christ” “There is no condemnation”  Romans 8:1  “Baptized into Christ” Galatians 3:27 

What if David, having been commanded to offer sacrifice at that spot … refused to do it there OR refused to do it at all?  Would the plaque have been stopped?  NO!

What if we, having been commanded to be baptized into Christ to “put on” Christ so HIS PRECIOUS BLOOD can CLEANSE us REFUSE to do it like He said, or refuse to do it at all?  Will the consequence of sin be stopped?  NO!
       Verses 28 – 30 David then planned the TEMPLE to be built there to WORSHIP!  Also Chapter 22


WORSHIP of God is the NATURAL result of the RECOGNITION & the REPENTANCE of our Sin!
III. Conclusion:    

Satan has lied to the WORLD about a LOT of things.  
One of which is the ascension of Mohammed from the Temple Mount in 600’s A.D.  
He has lied about so much … don’t let him “stand up against” you today and lie to you about the PLAN of SALVATION!   
God is the one to be TRUSTED!  NOT SATAN! 
