Are We “About Our Father’s Business”?
01/20/13 A.M.       
I. Introduction:  
The Question that we want to discuss this morning is are we been “About Our Father’s Business”?
In Luke 2:49 we read the story of when Jesus was around 12 years old in the Temple with the doctors and lawyers.  His parents looked for him for three days.  Jesus said, “How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s business?”  Jesus was VERY concerned … even from his youth to be “about his Father’s business”.  When he began his ministry he stated that “I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.” John 5:30
II. What is “Our Father’s Business”?  We are the “Church”.  There are Four basic 

Things that the Church is commissioned by Our Father God to do.  Those things are His “Business”.  Those things are the things we should be “busy” doing. Are we “About Our Father’s Business”?  
     1.    BENEVOLENCE (Aiding those in physical need)

Matthew 25:31-46 makes it Abundantly clear that we will be judged according to our WORKS of SERVICE to our brethren … specifically benevolent deeds.

We are “About Our Father’s Business” when we provide benevolent services to our brotherhood (locally and abroad), members (here at our own congregation), and our community.  We show our hearts by the things we have done by way of Benevolence – Collectively as The Church and Individually as Members in particular.   Jesus HAD COMPASSION on the POOR; SICK; BROKEN HEARTED; ETC.  It was His BUSINESS / God’s BUSINESS … OUR Business!
2.   EDIFY  The Church (Build Up)

We don’t allow discouragement to cause us to quit!  We Build each other up!  Listen to each other!  Encourage each other to continue!
We are “About Our Father’s Business” when we are EDIFYING the Church.  

How do we Edify the Church?  

If you have PERFORMED YOUR MINISTRY that God has specifically given to you, then you have been “About Our Father’s Business” in Edifying the Church.      Ephesians 4:11 – 12 “And he gave some, apostles; and some prophets; and some evangelists; and some, pastors, and teachers; FOR the perfecting (equipping) of the saints, FOR the work of the ministry, FOR the EDIFYING of the body of Christ:”
When we at Liberty use our ministries to encourage people in the hospitals; nursing homes; during loss of family members; being a “good neighbor” to our community; teaching classes, leading singing, prayers, and other things during our Worship Services; etc., we are EDIFYING the church.  When we say a KIND word to a brother or sister in Christ … we are EDIFYING the Church.  When we speak WELL of our congregation and the Lord’s Church at large, the Church of Christ, we are EDIFYING the Church! 


The Elders are “About Our Father’s Business” by working with us and our 

individual ministries to build us up.  As Shepherds they “know the sheep”.  Knowing the sheep means they know what we can and can’t do.  They lead us in areas that are good for us all, while keeping us out of areas that lead us in harm’s way.  They provide us the opportunity, resources, and encouragement to perform our Ministries.  
3.   WORSHIP God


“22I will declare thy name unto my brethren: in the midst of the congregation will 
I praise thee.” Psalm 22:22

“1 I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the LORD.” 

      Psalm 122:1
     “25Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together,…”  Hebrews 10:25
We, at Liberty are  “About Our Father’s Business” by coming together to Worship God.

REAL Worship … Giving Him Praise and Adoration … not just “Lip Service” or “Ceremonies”.  


One Area that many congregation struggle with is ATTENDANCE.   The 
     fact that we are BENEVOLENT and ENCOURAGING, as opposed to stingy     

     and disapproving, fosters a spirit in the worship that should MOTIVATE us 

     all to attend the Worship times.

Attending the Worship Services is an HONOR and a PRIVILEGE!  

We should make a commitment to ourselves and each other to be “About Our Father’s Business” in that Area for 2008!

4. PREACH THE GOSPEL

Mark 16:15 “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.”
This is the “Great Commission”.  
Our Elders are “About Our Father’s Business” by providing opportunities here at Liberty for the Gospel to be preached.  We have lessons from the pulpit, in our classes, and in extra classes outside the normal class times.  They have also seen to it that the Word is preached through MINISTRIES carefully selected and supported.
When we PARTICIPATE in and SUPPORT these activities, we are “About Our Father’s Business”.  
When we, as individual Christians, live the Christian life before our community, we are “About Our Father’s Business”.  This is often the BEST way to Preach The Gospel! 
    

Some would say that PREACHING the Gospel is our PRIMARY Purpose, but 

know this … A church that will not Worship God or  is not EDIFIED or is not BENEVOLENT will NEVER Preach the Gospel!

On the other hand, a church that WILL Worship, and IS EDIFIED, and IS BENEVOLENT … Is NATURALLY Preaching the Gospel!
           III.   Conclusion:   We, as MEMBERS in particular, make up the church here at  

                        Liberty.  The CHURCH CAN NOT Worship; Edify; Be Benevolent; or 
Preach the Gospel if WE are not engaged in the support of those activities 

INDIVIDUALLY!

Don’t you want to be like Jesus … to be “About Our Father’s Business”?
