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I. 
Introduction:   We are familiar with the Parable of the Prodigal Son.  It is a very important story of the Human Nature and needs to be looked at regularly.  
We see in life when a child separates themselves from a good father, they often are led down a road of self-destruction (as the Prodigal Son story reveals).  Yet when they return to their father, they often recover (as this story also points out).

Let’s look at the SEVEN STEPS leading DOWNWARD and then the SEVEN STEPS leading UPWARD.
II.
SEVEN STEPS DOWNWARD:

1.  vs. 12 
-
SELF WILL 

GIVE ME what I WANT!

2.  vs. 13
-
SELFISHNESS
When he “gathered all together” it did not 

include provision for his father (which was the Jewish way) … it was all about what HE wanted!


3.  vs. 13
-
SEPARATION
“took his journey into a far country”!  SELF 

WILL and SELFISHNESS lead to SEPARATION!  Get away from what it is you don’t WANT!


4.  vs. 13
-
SENSUALITY
“wasted his substance with riotous living”  

The idea of SELF leads to living life on a “feels good do it” basis!


5.  vs. 14
-
SPIRITUAL DESTITUTION   “spent all”!  That is what 

ultimately happens when one lives for himself and tries to satisfy the lust of the flesh!  There will soon be NOTHING left worth living for!  It brings NO LASTING HAPPINESS!


6.  vs. 15
-
SELF ABASEMENT    “feed swine” is a JEWISH 

NIGHTMARE!  It is the LOWEST OF LOW!  That is where one ultimately finds themselves!  In the most HUMILIATING circumstance!


7.  vs. 16
-
STARVATION    “no man gave unto him”  This is where you get 

when you live this kind of life!  None of your so-called “friends” really care about you!  The boy was STARVING to DEATH!   THE BOTTOM STEP!

III.     SEVEN STEPS UPWARD:

1.  vs. 17 
-
REALIZATION 
“came to himself” Realized what his 

situation was and stated it!  “Father’s hired servants are full and I’m dying!”


2.  vs. 18
-
RESOLUTION
“I will arise and go to my father” He will 

confess!  He KNEW what he had to do and he DECIDED to DO IT!

3.  vs. 19
-
REPENTANCE
“no more worthy to be called thy son”!  
GODLY SORROW of what he had done and become!

4.  vs. 20
-
RETURN
“he arose, and came unto his father”  

So far everything has been in his MIND and HEART … NOW he takes ACTION!

5.  vs. 20
-
RECONCILIATION   “father ran to him and kissed him”! He 

was back home!  Father and Son … together again!  That’s what Father wanted all along!
6.  vs. 22         -
RE-CLOTHING    “robe … ring…. shoes” is a JEWISH 

symbol of BELONGING and POSITION!  HE WAS RE-INSTATED not as a “hired servant” but as the SON HE ALWAYS WAS!

7.  vs. 23&24
-
REJOICING    “they began to be merry”  FOR GOOD REASON! 

“my son who was DEAD is ALIVE AGAIN!”
IV. Conclusion:  You may be “on your way down” or are down!  You can come home!  Perhaps you have hit bottom and you are “on your way up” … you have realized and repented … TAKE ACTION now and come home!  God wants you to … do you!
